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Soldiers who call themselves 21 Mikes, or Army
firefighters, gathered at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri,
in late May for a conference to discuss current issues

that affect military occupational specialty (MOS) 21M. For
three days, Soldiers talked about equipment, continuing
education, the firefighter role in homeland security, and the
future of firefighters in the Army. Conference attendees
received updates on the status of Active Army units and
information on new equipment that is available. Those
attending the conference got a hands-on view of a new tactical
vehicle—the Tactical Fire Fighting Truck (TFFT)—the Army

By Ms. Allison Choike

is now using to combat fires and other emergency situations.
The TFFT gives firefighters the ability to do more, according
to the deputy chief of the 369th Engineer Battalion in
Pennsylvania, who has three of the trucks.

The conference consisted of more than demonstrations and
hands-on experiences. It helped put all Army firefighters on
the same sheet of music, allowing units that don’t have certain
types of equipment to see what others have done and changes
that have been made or need to be made to equipment. The
conference also allowed them to discuss issues, along with
their possible solutions.

The conference took place at the United
States Army Engineer School, with various
visitors and speakers from Fort Leonard
Wood and engineer units from other
locations. The conference served as a way
for Soldiers from the Active Army, United
States Army Reserve, and Army National
Guard to compare how they approach their
daily duties as firefighters. The participants
looked at their experiences and shared that
knowledge. There are some changes coming
in the future, and they were also able to
provide input about those changes.

Ms. Allison Choike is a photojournalist
with the Fort Leonard Wood newspaper, the
Guidon.

Engineer firefighters look over various firefighting equipment during the
conference at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.
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